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Annalena’s olive
trees provide more
than just shade

‘Tve gone from being a farmer's wife Lo

being an award-winning enlrepreneur’

ANNALENE DU TOIT, 46, lives on a farm
near Riebeek Kasteel with her husband,
Pieter, and their four sons, Pieter-Steph,
17, Johan, 15, Anton, 12, and Daniel, 11
"When we gol married 22 years ago, Pieter
and | anly planted three haclares ol our
A00-hectare farm with olive trees, The
remainder was used for growing grapes
that were sent to the local co-op

lhe trees started bearing fruit after
the fifth year and, two years later, | began
expenmenting with olives in my farmhouse

kitchen, adding herbs and bottling them in

Purity jars. We handed them out to fnends

and family, who raved aboul them

By then Pieter had turned the farm into

B wine farm, Kloowe nburg, as it was always

his dream o become a wingmaker

1he olives had proved popular with friends

woe decided to sell them with his wine
Ovar the vears the area planted with

olive trees has grown to 30 hectares. As

wi2 planted maore trees and | became more

and more interested in olives, | decided to

start producing olive oil and bought a small
olive press, | was surprised 1o discover that
it takes Tkg of olives to produce one litre

of olive oil, which explains why olive oil

IS5 more expensive than other oils
I'm a creative person and love trying
out new deas with olives and glive gils

I now have over 40 products, including

differs

llavoured olives, olive olls

and tapenades. My best selier is black olives

blackberry dressing

We harvest 150 tons of olives a

» of which is us the body -«

are

ange | started in 20

I've received a few
awards for my olives, something that makes
roud. In 2004 Kloovenburg Extra Virgir

LI At recogniseo n taly as one of

voled Best South African Qil by a leading
wing magazine, and in 2009 | was voted

Landbouwweekbiod and Sanlam Agricultural
Female Entreprenaur, as well as Absa Olive

ry Achiever af the Year In addition,

burg Extra Virgin Olive Oil received

nic Ides i1 wic

d turr

intD a successiu

business. I'm pleased witk my SUCCass, bl

witen you think aboul it, 'm still using the
It's just that

my back yard is bigger than most!”

fruit that's in my back yvard

Visit kioovenburg.com

Like to try it yourself?
4 Olive trees grow well in most parts
of SA, in areas that have cold winters
and hot summers. They'll tolerate a
large range of soll conditions, and
often grow in rocky, hilly areas that
aren't sultable for other crops.

4 To find out more about the different
types of olives of SA and their uses,
visit saolive.co.za

5 oils warldwide and in 2008 it was
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